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Using FTM – Full Text Mapper



Insight into Candidates messaging 

This analysis aims at providing insight into the topics that are being 

discussed by each of the Democratic candidates in press releases, 

speeches, and platform statements.  

We used the FTM software to map comparable portions of the 

candidates’ Internet sites.  FMT provides a way to take a quick 

snapshot of the information that is being presented at any given point in 

time for comparison and provides a visual summary of the information 

in an easy-to-read format.

 The analysis of the topics contained in the maps provide interesting 

insight into the messages being communicated by these candidates.

 Further in-depth analysis suggests that the Barack Obama 

campaign has maintained a fairly consistent message between April 21, 2008 

and May 10, 2008 while the message communicated by the Hillary Clinton 

campaign has evolved and changed.



FTM – Background and Basics

The data analyzed in this report were gathered from:
www.hillaryclinton.com and www.barackobama.com

– The following sites’ sections were mapped: 

• Home

• Speeches/Remarks

• Press Releases (except endorsements)

• Issues

– Data Set: 15,000 lines of text, or 800 MS Word pages

Using the Full Text Mapper (FTM) software, we could:
– Immediately gain insight into large volumes of complex text data

– Through visual summary of data highlighting themes and word 
associations

– Perform in-depth analysis of topics of interest 

– No upfront work to define words or lexicons was required

http://www.hillaryclinton.com/
http://www.barackobama.com/


Reading the FTM Map

The color and location of word blocks indicate their 

importance within the texts.

– Color of word blocks

– Warm (red) boxes indicate words that appear more frequent

– Cool (blue) boxes indicate words that appear less

– Word clusters indicate associations – words most 

commonly used together

– Location of word clusters

– Clusters at the bottom of the map are more important and indicate 

primary theme(s)

– Clusters continuing upward are considered secondary themes and 

weaker signals



www.barackobama.com
May 10, 2008

Primary Theme Secondary Themes Weaker Topics

Barack Obama 

Web Site

Iraq War Taxes/Mortgage

Health Care

Energy

Iran/Israel

Veterans

Teachers 

Hillary Clinton 

Web Site

Taxes / Energy Heath Care

Woman

Mortgage

Schools

Veterans

International Trade

www.hillaryclinton.com
May 10, 2008

Web Site Comparison

http://www.barackobama.com/
http://www.hillaryclinton.com/


www.barackobama.com www.hillaryclinton.com

Press 
Releases

Issues

Speeches/
Remarks

Maps for Categories

http://www.barackobama.com/
http://www.barackobama.com/


All Themes Compared

Barack Obama Hillary Clinton
Primary 

Theme

Secondary 

Theme

Weak Signals Primary 

Theme

Secondary 

Theme

Weak Signals 

Web Site 

(general) 

Iraq War Taxes/Mortgage Iran/Israel Taxes / Energy Heath Care Mortgage

Healthcare Veterans Woman Schools

Energy Teachers  Veterans

International 

Trade 

Speeches/ 

Remarks 

Iraq War Taxes Iran/Israel Health Care Energy / Oil Mortgage

Healthcare Teachers Woman School

Energy Taxes Research 

Iraq

Press Releases Taxes Energy Veterans Taxes / Energy Oil Veterans

Health Teacher Rural Health Care Woman Research 

Iraq War McCain International 

Trade 

Issues Healthcare Taxes Energy Taxes / Energy Health Care Mortgages

Technology War/Iraq Research Schools

Nuclear 

weapons

Students Woman

Veterans



Barack Obama 

Changes

Primary Theme Secondary Themes Weaker Topics

Web Site

April 21, 2008

Iraq War Taxes / Credit

Healthcare

Energy 

Nuclear Iran

Veteran

Teachers 

Web Site

May 10, 2008

Iraq War Taxes / Credit

Healthcare

Energy

Nuclear Iran

Veterans

Teachers 

www.barackobama.com
May 10, 2008

www.barackobama.com
April 21, 2008

Changes for Barack Obama

http://www.barackobama.com/
http://www.hillaryclinton.com/


www.hillaryclinton.com
April 21, 2008

www.hillaryclinton.com
May 10, 2008

Changes for Hillary Clinton

Hillary Clinton

Changes

Primary Theme Secondary Themes Weaker Topics

Web Site 

April 21, 2008

Health Care Energy

Woman

Taxes

Schools

Research/Science

Mortgage

Iraq

Web Site

May 10, 2008

Taxes / Energy Health Care

Woman

Mortgage

Schools

Veterans

International Trade

http://www.hillaryclinton.com/
http://www.hillaryclinton.com/


Questions: Contacts for Eaagle

Name Region Email

Tiffany Oxley North America toxley@eaagle.com

Phone: (847) 464-2484


